Before the Board of Supervisors
County of Placer, State of California

In the matter of:
Reaffirming the existence of a local emergency Resolution No.: _2018-171

due to tree mortality in Placer County

The following Resolution was duly passed by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Placer

at a regular meeting held September 25, 2018, by the following vote on roll call:

Ayes: DURAN, MONTGOMERY, HOLMES
Noes: NONE

Abstain: UHLER

Absent: WEYGANDT

Signed and approved by me after its passage. Q M
MA.
Othalr, Board of Supervisors
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Clerk of said Board /S

WHEREAS, this Resolution empowers the Board of Supervisors to proclaim the existence of a
Local Emergency within the County when said County is affected or is likely to be affected by
the existence or threatened existence of conditions of emergency or of extreme peril to the
safety of persons and property within the territorial limits of Placer County;

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors does hereby find that conditions of extreme peril to the
safety of persons and property have arisen within Placer County, caused by the widespread and
rapidly increasing incidence of tree mortality;

WHEREAS, local resources within Placer County are faced with a disaster that exceeds their
functional capabilities because of the rapid increase in tree mortality and the sheer size and
scope of the problem throughout Placer County;

WHEREAS, unprecedented tree mortality is causing damage to the watershed and emergency
egress points, and to County and other public and district facilities including, but not limited to,
roads and structures, which damages cannot yet be calculated,;
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WHEREAS, data collected by state and federal agencies demonstrate that tree mortality has
reached epidemic levels across the entire western slope of the Sierra Nevada range which
inciudes a large portion of Placer County, and this data indicates further tree mortality increases
in the very near future and these stands of dead/dying trees constitute extremely dangerous
levels of combustible fuels which directly contribute to the severity and scale of wildland fires;

WHEREAS, even if Placer County were to experience normal or-higher levels of precipitation
this winter, this disaster will continue unabated, or escalate, during the next five to six years due
to the standing dead trees that will fall, thereby constituting immediate threats to public safety,
egress’points, and private homes and other structures :

WHEREAS, it is imperative that Placer implement full scale, immediate and aggressive
measures to isolate and fell dead/dying trees resulting from factors including, but not limited to,
extreme and prolonged drought, pine beetles and other tree parasites and treat the stumps with
insecticide in order to begin to reduce the risks to public safety, egress and structures as well as
the destruction of the forested communities that are critical to our economy;

WHEREAS, Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr., has proclaimed a .State, of Emergency for all of
California specifically due to tree mortality and has ordered all state agencies, utilities, and local
governments to undértake efforts to remove dead or dying trees in order to restore forest and
watershed health;

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors does find that the aforesaid conditions and scope of
extreme peril warrant and necessitate the proctamation of a Local Emergency and that local
resources are unable to cope with the effects of this extreme peril; and

WHEREAS, on December 8, 2015, the Board adopted Resolution No. 2015-253 proclaiming a
local state of emergency caused by the widespread and rapidly-increasing incidence of tree
mortality, and Placer County Code Section 2.88.060 and state law requires that the Board
review the declaration every thirty (30) days and either re-affirm or terminate the declaration of
local emergency; '

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors, County of Placer; State of Callifornia, hereby
reaffirms the existence of a local emergency and said émergency shall be deemed to continue
until its termination is proclaimed by the Board of Supervisors; and

BE IT FURTHER PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that during the existence of said local
emergency the powers, functions, and duties of the Director of Emergency Services, or his
designee, and the emergency organization of the county shall be those prescribed by state law,
and by ordinance and resolutions of this county approved by the Board of Supervisors, and by
the Placer Operational Area Emergency Operations Plan, as approved by the Board of
Supervisors. ' ' '
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Zyecutioe Bepartment
State of California

PROCLAMATION OF A STATE OF EMERGENCY

WHEREAS the State of California is experiencing record drought conditions,
which have persisted for the last four years; and

WHEREAS on January 17, 2014, | proclaimed a State of Emergency to exist
throughout the State of California due to severe drought conditions; and

WHEREAS a lack of precipitation over the last four years has made trees in
many regions of California susceptible to epidemic infestations of native bark beetles,
which are constrained under normal circumstances by the defense mechanisms of
healthy trees; and

WHEREAS these drought conditions and resulting bark beetle infestations
across broad areas have caused vast tree mortality in several regions of the state, with
the United States Forest Service estimating that over 22 million trees are dead and that
tens of millions more are likely to die by the end of this year; and

WHEREAS recent scientific measurements suggest that the scale of this tree
die-off is unprecedented in modern history; and

WHEREAS this die-off is of such scale that it worsens wildfire risk across large
regions of the State, presents life safety risks from falling trees to Californians living in
impacted rural, forested communities, and worsens the threat of erosion across
watersheds; and

WHEREAS such wildfires will release thousands of tons of greenhouse gas
emissions and other harmful air pollutants; and

WHEREAS the circumstances of the tree die-off, by reason of its magnitude, is
or is likely to be beyond the control of the services, personnel, equipment and facilities
of any single county, city and county, or city and require the combined forces of a
mutual aid region or regions to combat; and

WHEREAS under the provisions of section 8558(b) of the California Government
Code, | find that conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons and property exist
within the State of California due to these events; and

WHEREAS under the provisions of section 8571 of the California Government
Code, | find that strict compliance with various statutes and regulations specified in this
order would prevent, hinder, or delay the mitigation of the effects of the drought.







NOW, THEREFORE, |, EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Governor of the State of
California, in accordance with the authority vested in me by the State Constitution and
statutes, including the California Emergency Services Act, and in particular, section
8625 of the California Government Code, HEREBY PROCLAIM A STATE OF
EMERGENCY to exist within the State of California.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT:

1. The Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, the California Natural
Resources Agency, the California Department of Transportation, and the
California Energy Commission shall immediately identify areas of the State that
represent high hazard zones for wildfire and falling trees using best available
science and geospatial data.

2. State agencies, utilities, and local governments to the extent required by their
existing responsibilities to protect the public health and safety, shall undertake
efforts to remove dead or dying trees in these high hazard zones that threaten
power lines, roads and other evacuation corridors, critical community
infrastructure, and other existing structures. Incidental vegetation such as shrubs
that restrict access for safe and efficient removal of the dead and dying trees also
may be removed. The Department of Forestry and Fire Protection shall issue
emergency guidelines setting forth the relevant criteria, and the California
Conservation Corps shall assist government entities in implementing this
directive to the extent feasible.

3. The Department of Forestry and Fire Protection shall identify potential storage |
locations for removed trees across impacted areas in partnership with federal
agencies and local jurisdictions.

4. The California Department of Transportation shall formally request immediate
assistance through the Federal Highway Administration's Emergency Relief
Program, Title 23, United States Code section 125, in order to obtain federal
assistance for removal of dead and dying trees that are adjacent to highways.

5. The Department of General Services will identify state facilities, and the
California Department of Transportation shall identify highway and road corridors,
where woodchips produced from dead trees can be used as muich.

6. The Governor's Office of Emergency Services and the Department of Forestry
and Fire Protection shall work with impacted counties to distribute portable
equipment across high hazard zones so that isolated communities can remove
and process wood waste locally where appropriate.

7. The California Air Resources Board and the California Department of Forestry
and Fire Protection shall work together and with federal land managers and the
United States Environmental Protection Agency to expand the practice of
prescribed burns, which reduce fire risk and avoid significant poliution from major
wildfires, and increase the number of allowable days on a temporary basis to
burn tree waste that has been removed in high hazard areas.
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